
SRC Signatures (See visuals on following page) 

ISSUE: Adult Sponsor serving on SRC/IRB reviewing project 

 To avoid conflict of interest, no Adult Sponsor, parent or other relative of the student, the Qualified Scientist, or Designated 
Supervisor who oversees the project, may serve on the SRC or IRB reviewing that project.  

 

ISSUE: Missing Regional SRC signature on Form 1B 

 Every Form 1B must be signed by Regional SRC in Section 3.  

 Additionally, for Human Participants/PHBA/Vertebrate Animal projects, Form 1B must be signed by SRC/IRB in Section 2,      
either in 2a or 2b. If the project was done at home/school/field and received prior SRC/IRB approval (required), SRC/
IRB signs in 2a before experimentation. If project was done at RRI, SRC signs in 2b after experimentation.  

 

ISSUE: Missing SRC signature on Form 6A  

 Every Form 6A must be signed by SRC in Section 4. If the project was done at home/school/field, the SRC must approve 
and sign before experimentation. If project was done at RRI, SRC may sign after experimentation.   

 

Human Participants  

ISSUE: Incomplete Form 4 

 All fields on Form 4 must be answered including the IRB checkboxes in the “IRB USE ONLY” section. IRB must 
indicate level of supervision required. 

 

ISSUE: Missing IRB approval / erroneously treating a project as exempt 

 All projects involving human subjects (even if only the student researcher) MUST have FULL IRB APPROVAL prior to                       
experimentation. Exemptions are very limited. Student-designed inventions, prototypes, computer applications, engineer-
ing/ design projects (i.e., something student created) are only exempt if the researcher or a single adult guardian is 
the ONLY person testing the invention and NO human data (e.g., heart rate) is gathered from the tester.  

 Projects that involve conducting SURVEYS are NOT exempt from IRB approval. 

 

Vertebrate Animals  

ISSUE: Missing SRC approval prior to experimentation 

 All vertebrate animal studies must be approved prior to experimentation. The only exemptions are studies involving                 
behavioral observations where there is NO interaction or manipulation of the environment. Changing a pet’s food 
counts as manipulation of the environment and requires pre-approval. (p. 14, ‘Exempt Studies…’) 

 

Potentially Hazardous Biological Agents  

ISSUE: Culturing bacteria in a home environment (including swabs from household surfaces)  

 Culturing of PHBAs, even BSL-1 organisms, is prohibited in a home environment. (p. 15, ‘Rules for…’ #3)  

 

ISSUE: Missing SRC approval prior to experimentation 

 All projects involving PHBAs must be approved prior to experimentation, with limited exemptions. 

 

Hazardous Chemicals, Activities, or Devices 

ISSUE: Missing Form 3 

 While projects involving hazardous chemicals, activities, or devices (as defined by ISEF Rules & Guidelines) do not neces-
sarily require approval prior to experimentation, these projects must always have a completed Form 3. 

ISEF Rules & Guidelines: Summary of Issues in Georgia  
See the ISEF Rules & Guidelines for official rules. 



Local/Regional SRC/
IRB signs here  
BEFORE  
EXPERIMENTATION  
if project requires  
prior approval  
(human participants, 
PHBA, or vertebrate  
animals) 

Local/Regional SRC 
signs here AFTER  
EXPERIMENTATION  
if project required 
prior approval  
(human participants, 
PHBA, or vertebrate  
animals) but was 
conducted at RRI  
and received proper 
review and approval 
by RRI. 

Regional SRC signs here AFTER EXPERIMENTATION and BEFORE SENDING YOUR 
PROJECTS TO GSEF 

Bottom of Approval Form [1B]: 

Local/Regional SRC signs here. If PHBA project was NOT conducted at RRI (and therefore requires 
prior approval), SRC signs BEFORE EXPERIMENTATION. If project was done at RRI, SRC signs after 
experimentation. 

Bottom of Potentially Hazardous Biological 
Agents Risk Assessment Form [6A]: 


